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EXQUISITE SWISS BISCUITS

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this concert in the 2009 Tea &
Symphony series.

This morning we hear the members of the Sydney Symphony Brass
Ensemble, moving from their usual place at the back of the orchestra to
enjoy the spotlight, centre stage. The music they play represents the
richness of our musical heritage, combining original brass works with
arrangements of music they've ‘borrowed’ from piano, voices, the full
orchestra, and beyond.

The Brass Ensemble made their first appearance in the Tea & Symphony
series last year, in a concert so rapturously received that the Orchestra
was delighted to present them again this season in another brilliant

and exciting program. At this rate, we may be starting a tradition!

Kambly has epitomised the Swiss tradition of the finest biscuits for three
generations. Each masterpiece from the Emmental is a small thank you
for life; a declaration of love for the very best; the peak of fine, elegant
taste.

Kambly is a way of life, dedicated to all those who appreciate the
difference between the best and the merely good. In this way it is fitting
that we partner with the internationally acclaimed Sydney Symphony,
whose vision is to ignite and deepen people’s love of live symphonic
music.

We hope you enjoy this morning’s program, and look forward to
welcoming you future concerts in the Tea & Symphony series in 2009.
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ABOUT THE MUSIC

Today’s concert begins with an expression of civic pride.
Richard Strauss’s deep love for Vienna — and his gratitude
at receiving the Vienna Beethoven Prize in 1943 — inspired
him to dedicate the score of his Festive Music for the City
of Vienna to the aldermen of the city. The music was
intended for the Vienna Trumpet Ensemble — which
pooled players from the Vienna Philharmonic, the Vienna
Symphony Orchestra and the Volksoper orchestra — with
the performing forces split into a magnificent double
brass choir.

Johann Sebastian Bach’s set of Brandenburg Concertos
was also given a dedication: not in gratitude but with
a view to impress. It was sent to the Margrave of
Brandenburg in 1721 — a portfolio of Bach’s work as an
orchestral composer. Each concerto is very different, and
in its original form No.3 divides a body of strings into
three groups of equal strength. The emphasis is on
‘conversation’ between the groups, evoking the character
of ancient consorts.

The shorter pieces on the program cover a wide
territory, from the world of Bruckner’s religious music
and Debussy’s poetic evocation to the old world/new
world inspirations of Grainger and Gershwin. Percy
Grainger’s Irish Tune from County Derry (also known as
the Londonderry Air or the song ‘Danny Boy’) came from a
1gth-century collection of ‘the Ancient Music of Ireland’,
and his setting is one of his finest interpretations of a
traditional melody. George Gershwin’s Three Preludes
for piano date from around the time he made his name
as the composer of Rhapsody in Blue and demonstrate his
feel for the jazz idiom in its different forms.

The text of Anton Bruckner’s vocal motet Christus
factus est (1884) comes from Philippians (‘Christ became
obedient for us unto death, even unto the death of the
cross. For which cause, God also hath exalted Him and
hath given Him a name which is above all names.’) and it’s
often cited as ‘Bruckner’s most complex piece of rhetorical
symbolism’. The drowsy atmosphere of Claude Debussy’s
Clair de lune (‘Moonlight’, originally for piano) also has
a literary inspiration: a sensual poem by the French
symbolist Paul Verlaine, capturing the languor of an
18th-century garden party.

Matthew Hindson’s Siegfried Interlude was composed
for the Sydney Symphony’s 2000 season launch. It uses
themes from Wagner’s opera Siegfied, but there are witty
contemporary references too — you might recognise the
bass line from Take Five in the tuba. The concert ends with
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more Wagner: Siegfried’s Funeral March from the final
opera in Wagner’s Ring cycle, Gotterdimmerung (Twilight
of the Gods). Its solemn, epic character matches the scale
of the cycle itself — 16 hours of music in which stolen gold
forged into a magic ring brings destruction to all who
possess it. Siegfried, the great warrior, is destined to
recover the ring, but pays with his life.

SYDNEY SYMPHONY ©2009

Ronald Prussing director

PRINCIPAL TROMBONE, NSW DEPARTMENT OF STATE
& REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT CHAIR

Ronald Prussing is one of Australia’s leading brass players.
He has been a member of the Sydney Symphony since
1980 — joining as the Associate Principal Trombone and
appointed to the Principal chair in 1986.

During this time he has also played as Guest Principal
Trombone in both the Melbourne and West Australian
symphony orchestras, and he has performed in occasional
and recording orchestras, as well as in some of Australia’s
leading chamber music ensembles.

He is also one of Australia’s leading brass teachers, and
has been the Lecturer in Trombone at both the Sydney
and Newcastle Conservatoriums.

Ronald Prussing has always had a keen interest in
conducting. He is constantly in demand to conduct
orchestral reading classes. During 2006—-2007 he held the
post of Artistic Administrator and Chief Conductor of
the Sydney Youth Orchestra, leading that orchestra on a
very successful tour of Spain. He has conducted the Sydney
Sinfonia in both orchestral reading rehearsals and at
education presentations. Most recently, he conducted
the Ku-ring-gai Philharmonic Orchestra in two concerts —
a Movie Themes concert and a subscription program
including Bruckner’s Sixth Symphony. He has had a keen
interest in the brass band movement for many years, and
has both conducted and performed as a soloist with some
of Australia’s finest bands.
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The Sydney Symphony is assisted
by the Australian Government
through the Australia Council and
by Arts NSW, Department of the
Arts, Sport and Recreation.
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PLAYING YOUR PART

The Sydney Symphony gratefully acknowledges the music lovers who donate to the
Orchestra each year. Each gift plays an important part in ensuring our continued
artistic excellence and helping to sustain important education and regional touring
programs. Please visit sydneysymphony.com/patrons for a list of all our donors,
including those who give between $100 and $499.

Patron Annual
Donations Levels

Maestri $10,000 and above
Virtuosi $5000 to $9999
Soli $2500 to $4999

Tutti $1000 to $2499
Supporters $500 to $999

To discuss giving
opportunities, please call
Caroline Sharpen on

(02) 8215 4619.

Maestri

Brian Abel

Geoff & Vicki Ainsworth *

Mrs Antoinette Albert §

Mr Robert O Albert AO *#

Mr Terrey & Mrs Anne Arcus §1

Tony & Carol Berg

Alan & Christine Bishop °§

Tom Breen & Rachael Kohn

Sandra & Neil Burns *

Mr lan & Mrs Jennifer Burton ©

Libby Christie & Peter
James °§

Mr John C Conde AO °§t

Mr John Curtis §

Mrs Ashley Dawson-Damer °

Eric Doddt

Penny Edwards °*

Mr J O Fairfax AO *

Fred P Archer Charitable Trust§

Dr Bruno & Mrs Rhonda
Giuffre*

In memory of Hetty Gordon §

Mr Harcourt Gough §

Mr James Graham AM &
Mrs Helen Graham f

Mr Ross Grant

Mr David Greatorex AO &
Mrs Deirdre Greatorex §

The Hansen Family §

Mr Stephen Johns §1

Mr Andrew Kaldor &

Mrs Renata Kaldor AO §

H Kallinikos Pty Ltd §

Mrs Joan MacKenzie §

Tony & Fran Meagher

Mrs T Merewether OAM

Mr B G O'Conor °§

Mrs Roslyn Packer AO °

The Paramor Family *

The lan Potter Foundation °

Rodney Rosenblum AM &
Sylvia Rosenblum *

Mr Paul & Mrs Sandra
Salteri °f

Mrs Penelope Seidler AM

Mrs Joyce Sproat &
Mrs Janet Cooke §

Mr Peter Weiss AM and
Mrs Doris Weiss

Westfield Group

Geoff Wood & Melissa Waites

Anonymous (1)
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Virtuosi

Mr Roger Allen &
Mrs Maggie Gray

Mr Charles Barran §

Mr Robert & Mrs L Alison
Carr §

Mrs Emily Chang §

Mr Bob & Mrs Julie
Clampett °§

Mr Robert Gay §

Ms Ann Lewis AM

Helen Lynch AM &
Helen Bauer®

Mr & Mrs David Milman §

Mr David Maloney §

The Perini Family Foundation

Miss Rosemary Pryor *

Bruce & Joy Reid Foundation*

Mrs Helen Selle §

The Sherry Hogan
Foundation °

David Smithers AM & Family °§

Ms Gabrielle Trainor ©

In memory of Dr William &
Mrs Helen Webb £

Michael & Mary Whelan
Trust §

Anonymous (1)

Soli

Ms Jan Bowen °§

Mr Peter Coates

Ms Elise Fairbairn-Smith

Hilmer Family Trust §

Irwin Imhof in memory of
Herta Imhof °f

Mr Bob Longwell

Mr James & Mrs Elsie Moore °

Ms Julie Taylor §

Ray Wilson OAM & the late
James Agapitos OAM*

Anonymous (2)

Tutti

Mr Henri W Aram OAM §

Mr David Barnes °

Mrs Joan Barnes °©

Doug & Alison Battersby °

Mr Stephen J Bell *}

Mr Phil Bennett

Nicole Berger *

Mr Mark Bethwaite

Mr Alexander & Mrs Vera
Boyarsky §

Mr David S Brett *§

Mr Maximo Buch *

Mrs Lenore P Buckle §

Debby Cramer & Bill Caukill §

Joan Connery OAM °§

Mr & Mrs R Constable °}

Mr John Cunningham SCM &

Mrs Margaret Cunningham °§

Mr Greg Daniel

Lisa & Miro Davis *

Ms Michelle Hilton Vernon®

lan Dickson & Reg Holloway®

Mr Russell Farr

Mr lan Fenwicke &
Prof Neville Wills §

Anthony Gregg & Deanne
Whittleston §

Mrs Akiko Gregory °

Miss Janette Hamilton °%

Mr Charles Hanna t

Ms Ann Hoban °

Dr Michael Joel AM &
Mrs Anna Joel ©

Ms Judy Joye

Mr & Mrs E Katz §

Mrs Margaret Keogh °*

Miss Anna-Lisa Klettenberg §

Mr Andrew Korda &
Ms SusanPearson

Mr & Mrs Gilles T Kryger °§

Mr Justin Lam §

Dr Barry Landa

Mrs Belinda Lim &
Mr Arti Ortis §

Mrs Alexandra Martin & the
late Mr Lloyd Martin AM §

Mrs Mora Maxwell °§

Mrs Judith McKernan °§

Mr Robert & Mrs Renee
Markovic °§

Wendy McCarthy AO °

Mr Matthew Mclnnes §

Judith McKernan®

Mrs Barbara McNulty OBE §

Kate & Peter Mason °f

Ms Margaret Moore &
Dr Paul Hutchins *

Mr R A Oppen §

Mr Robert Orrell ©

Timothy & Eva Pascoe §

Ms Patricia Payn °§

Mrs Almut Piatti

Mr Adrian & Mrs Dairneen
Pilton

Ms Robin Potter °§

Mr Ernest & Mrs Judith
Rapee §

Dr K D Reeve AM °

Mrs Patricia H Reid §

Dr John Roarty in memory of
Mrs June Roarty

Pamela Rogers °f

Mr Brian Russell & Mrs Irina
Singleman

Ms Juliana Schaeffer §

Robyn Smiles §

The Hon. Warwick Smith

Derek & Patricia Smith §

Catherine Stephen §

Mr Fred & Mrs Dorothy
Street £§

Mr Michael & Mrs Georgina
Suttor

Mr Georges & Mrs Marliese
Teitler §

Mr Ken Tribe AC &
Mrs Joan Tribe §

Mr John E Tuckey °

Mrs Merle Turkington °

Ms Mary Vallentine AO §

Mr and Mrs John van Ogtrop

Henry & Ruth Weinberg
Audrey & Michael Wilson °
Jill Wran

Anonymous (11)

Supporters over $500

Mr C R Adamson §

Gabrielle Blackstock °f

A | Butchart °*

Mr John Azarias

Ms Wendy Black

Black Communications

Mr G D Bolton ©

Dr & Mrs Hannes Boshoff §

M Bulmer

Marty Cameron §

Hon. Justice J C & Mrs
Campbell °*

Mr B & Mrs M Coles °©

Mrs Catherine Gaskin
Cornberg§

Jen Cornish °

Mr Colin Draper

Mrs Francine J Epstein ©

Dr & Mrs C Goldschmidt §

In memory of Angelica
Green §

In memory of Oscar Grynberg

Mr Ken Hawkings °*

Dr Heng & Mrs Cilla Tey §

Rev H & Mrs M Herbert °*

Dr & Mrs Michael Hunter §

Mr Philip Isaacs OAM °§

Mrs Greta James *

Mr Stephen Jenkins *

Mrs Jannette King *

Julia King §

Erna & Gerry Levy AM §

Mr Gary Linnane °§

Mr & Mrs S C Lloyd °

Mr lan & Mrs Pam McGaw *

Ms Julie Manfredi-Hughes

Justice Jane Mathews AO §

Helen Morgan *

Mrs Rachel O’'Conor °

Mrs S D O'Toole

Mrs Jill Pain §

Mr Tom Pascarella

Dr Kevin Pedemont *

PTW Architects §

MrLT& Mrs L M Priddle *

Mrs B Raghavan °

Mr M D Salamon §

In memory of H St P Scarlett §

Mr & Mrs Richard Toltz °

Mr Andrew & Mrs Isolde
Tornya

Ronald Walledge °

Louise Walsh & David Jordan °

Miss Jenny Wu

Anonymous (13)

° Allegro Program supporter

* Emerging Artist Fund supporter

I Stuart Challender Fund supporter
§ Orchestra Fund supporter

T Italian Tour supporter



Sydney Symphony Brass Ensemble

Formed in 1997, the Sydney Symphony Brass Ensemble
comprises many of Australia’s finest brass players, drawn
from the brass section of the Sydney Symphony. Varying in
size from a quintet to a full brass section of 16, the ensemble
has a repertoire that ranges from music of the Renaissance to
contemporary composers, including specially commissioned
works from Australian composers such as Matthew Hindson,
Nigel Westlake and Ross Edwards. In addition to performances
in Sydney, the Brass Ensemble tours regularly throughout
regional New South Wales. The Ensemble made its first
appearance in the Tea & Symphony series in 2008.

HORNS

Ben Jacks Principal
Marnie Sebire
Euan Harvey
James McCrow*

TRUMPETS

Daniel Mendelow Frincipal
John Foster

Anthony Heinrichs

Yoram Levy*

TROMBONES

Ronald Prussing Frincipal
Scott Kinmont Assoc. Principal
Christopher Harris

Principal Bass Trombone

Nick Byrne

Nigel Crocker*

Matthew Harrison*

8 | Sydney Symphony

EUPHONIUM
Scott Kinmont

TUBA
Steve Rossé Principal

TIMPANI
Brian Nixon#

PERCUSSION
Kevin Man*
Chiron Meller*
Colin Piper

HARPS
Louise Johnson
Genevieve Lang

* = Guest Musician
# = Contract Musician

PATRON

Her Excellency Professor
Marie Bashir Ac cvo
GOVERNOR OF NSW
SYDNEY SYMPHONY BOARD
John Conde A0 CHAIRMAN
Ewen Crouch

John Curtis

Jennifer Hoy

Stephen Johns

Andrew Kaldor

Goetz Richter

David Smithers am
Gabrielle Trainor

Rory Jeffes
ACTING MANAGING DIRECTOR

e OPLRAHOUS

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE TRUST

Mr Kim Williams am (Chair)

Mr John Ballard, Mr Wesley Enoch,

Ms Renata Kaldor A0, Ms Jacqueline Kott,
Mr Robert Leece AM RFD, Ms Sue Nattrass Ao,
Mr Leo Schofield am, Ms Barbara Ward,

Mr Evan Williams am

EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Richard Evans

DIRECTOR, FINANCE & INNOVATION
David Antaw

DIRECTOR, MARKETING & DEVELOPMENT
Victoria Doidge

DIRECTOR, PERFORMING ARTS

Rachel Healy

DIRECTOR, BUILDING DEVELOPMENT &
MAINTENANCE

Greg McTaggart

DIRECTOR, COMMERCIAL & OPERATIONS
Maria Sykes

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE
Bennelong Point

GPO Box 4274 Sydney NSW 2001
Administration (02) 9250 7111
Box Office (02) 9250 7777
Facsimile (02) 9250 7666
Website sydneyoperahouse.com

— ELEYTSYXLN., 00
Thisisa
PLAYBILL / SHOWBILL publication.
PUBLISHER Playbill Proprietary Limited /
Showbill Proprietary Limited
ACN 003 311 064 ABN 27 003 311 064
1017 Pacific Highway, Pymble 2073.
Telephone: (02) 9449 6433
Fax: (02) 9449 6053
E-mail: admin@playbill.com.au
Website: www.playbill.com.au
Executive Chairman Brian Nebenzahl oam, RFD
Managing Director Michael Nebenzahl
Editorial Director Jocelyn Nebenzahl
Manager-Production & Graphic Design
Debbie Carke
All enquiries for advertising space in this
publication should be directed to the above
company and address.

15659 - 1/220509 - 15TS S34




